RENAISSANCE  AND  REFORMATION

in absurd and sacrilegious acts. Some persons advised the King to pro-
claim himself head of an independent Galilean Church: Henry VIII and
the German princes offered him their support provided he determined
on tliis course of action. But he did not think that such should be the
role of the most Christian King, the descendant of Saint Louis. Through
the marriage of his son into the Medici family, he gave a pledge to the
Papacy and to orthodoxy. Yet after this marriage, Marguerite under-
took to win over the Dauphin's wife, and there was hope for a new
age of tolerance. Partisan asperity disheartened die King. Both sides
plastered the walls with pamphlets; one day die King found one affixed
to his own door: True specifications on the horrible abuses of the Papal
Mass. He was appalled by this direct attack on the most holy of mysteries.
This was no longer reform but pure and simple heresy. The King with-
drew his protection, and everywhere fires began to lick at their victims.
Human cruelty is cunning: martyrs were roasted over slow fires to make
them suffer the longer; the King himself agreed to take part in a pro-
cession around the stakes. The heretics' property was seized and informers
were given their reward. From 1538 on, utterly discouraged by the fana-
ticism of his subjects, the King resolutely espoused the Catholic, which
also meant the Spanish, party.

Whenever moderate conservatism clashes with revolutionary fanaticism,
it is transformed into reaction, through a mixture of fear and scorn.
And all reaction is cruel. In certain villages of the Durance, Waldensian
schismatics had survived the persecutions of the Middle Ages, still read
the Scriptures, repudiated the Mass, the Pope and Purgatory. Attracted
by a similarity of doctrine, they linked themselves to die new Protestants.
In 1545 the Parlement decided diat two villages convicted of heresy,
Cabrieres and Merindol, were to be razed to the ground and their inhabi-
tants burned or banished. Francis I several times refused to sanction
this blooddiirsty and stupid edict. But at kst in 1545, ill and befuddled,
he allowed himself to be persuaded to give his signature. The Baron
d'Oppede, Lieutenant-General of Provence, had twenty-four villages put
to die flames and dieir inhabitants slaughtered; nine hundred houses
were burned and three thousand people put to death. On his deathbed,
Francis I begged his son 'not to postpone die punishment of those who,
under his name and audiority, had done this harsh and scandalous deed*.
But the guilty were never brought to justice. In 1543 the Sorbonne forced
all its members to sign 'articles of faith'. Those who refused were sent
to the stake. The name of Etieime Dolet, a great humanist and friend of
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